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1852 of terror, and the energy with which he crossed himself so great, that we felt convinced that he took us for some appari-^ tion of the Evil One ; and his mule seemed to partake of the same feeling, for he crushed himself against the rock as he passed us by. We had not time to ascend the cone, but a lovely winding path brought us down just at sunset to one of the largest Ionian monasteries, Agios Paulos : the sound of the bells' ringing in the ambassador's honour reached our ears while still up in the mountains, and it was dark before we got back to the ship.
" Next morning, after laying to all night, for there was no anchorage, we landed again, and went all over this most picturesque building. The monks were in the refectory munching Indian corn by way of breakfast. The entire want of intellect in all the faces, young and old, struck one very painfully ; the monotony of daily toil, broken only by the still greater monotony of daily services, seemed to have crushed out all life and hope, and the beauties of nature which surrounded them had no power to raise them to a higher level.
" There are thirty monasteries on the promontpry, and as we steamed slowly round, they appeared in every variety of unapproachable picturesqueness. We visited one other monastery, Vatopedi, which lies on the north side, and is very rich with the produce of its olive trees. Here too we were received with all courtesy. We went down into the huge cellars to see the vats full of oil. The dark mysteriousness of the place, lighted only by a single torch, which the old monk held above as he dipped his hand into the oil to shew us its beautiful clearness, was a scene worthy of Rembrandt.
" The next evening found us steaming back to the Dardanelles. Unfortunately a head wind delayed our speed and we arrived half an hour after sunset. As we had been clearly visible for some time with the ambassador's flag flying at the main, we thought of course that orders would have been given to let us pass ; but a sudden boom and a shot just in front of our bows forced us to alter our course, with the instant result of being imbedded in a sand bank. It took us two or three days to get over this mishap, for it was only by unshipping the guns and unloading the coal that the ship was at length set